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themfelves to commit iniquity :' and are not God's command*
more ealy to obey ? Chryfoftom faith, virtue is eafier than vice ;

temperance is lefs burdenfome than dninkennefs. Some have
gone with lefs pains to heaven, than others have to hell.

Conjkleration 2. God commands nothing but what is bene-

ficial, Deut. X. 12, 13. * O Ifrael, what doth the Lord require

of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, and to keep his ftaCutes,

which I command thee this day, for thy good ?' I'o obey God,
is not fo much our duty as our privilege : his commands carry

meat in the mouth of them. He bids us repent ; and why?
that our fins may be blotted out, A6ls ii. IJ). He commands
us to believe ; and why ? that we may be faved, A6ts xvi. 31.

Tliere is love in every command : as if a king fliould bid one of

his fubje6ts dig in a gold mine, then take the gold to himfelf.

2. Earnejl J'uppUcation. Implore the help of the Spirit to

carry us on in obedience : God's Spirit makes obedience eafy and
delightful. If the load-ltone draw the iron, now it is not hard
for the iron to move : If God's Spirit quicken and draw the heart,

now it is not hard to obey. When a gale of the Spirit blows,

now we go full fail in obedience. Turn that promife into a
prayer, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. * I will put ray Spirit within you, and
cauleyod to walk in my ftatutes.' The promife encourageth us,

the Spirit enables us to obedience.

OF LOVE.

The rule of obedience being the moral law, compre-
hended in the Ten Commandments, the next queflion is,

Qu. XLII. What is thefiim of the Ten Commandments ?

Anf. The fum of the Ten Commandments is, to love the

Lord our God with all our heart, with all our foul, with all

our llrength, and with all our mind, and our neighbour as our-

ielves.

Deut. vi. 5. ' Thou ftralt love the Lord thy God, with all

thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy might.' The
duty called for, is love, yea, the flrength of love, ' with all thy

heart:' God will lofe none of our love. Love is the foul of

religion, and that which goes to the right conilituting a Chril-

tian : love is the queen of the graces ; it fliines and fparkles in

God's eye, as the precious itpnes did on the breaft-plate of

Aaron.
Qu. 1. What is love?

Anf. It is an holy fire^- kindled in the affe6tions, whereby
a Chriiiian is carried out flrongly after God as the fupreme
God.
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Q. 2. What is the mUecedviit of love to God}
Jnf. The antecedent ol" love is knowledge : the Spirit fhinea

upon the underltandiiig, and dlCcovers thefe orient beauties in

God, his wifdom, hoHnefs, mercy ; and thefe are the leiiociniwn,

the load- (lone to entice and draw the love to God. Ignoti

vnlla cupido : fuch as know not God cannot love him ; it" the

lun be fet in the underftanding, there muft needs be rlight in

the atFe6lions.

Qu. 3. Wherein doth theformal nature of love co7i/iJi 9

Atif The nature of love is in delighting in the obje6ls : Com-
placentia amantis in amato, Aquin. This is our loving God,
cur taking delight in him, Pf. Ixxiii. 4. * Delight thyfelf in the

Lord ;* as a bride delights herfelf in herjewels. Grace changeth
a Chriflian's aims and delights.

Qu. 4. Hoio miiji our love to God be qualified?

•Anf. 1 . If it be a fincere love, we mult love God with all our
heart : in the text, ' Thou ihalt love the Lord thy God [Heb.
Becol leuauca~\ with all thy heart.' God will have the whole
heart ; we mull not divide our love between God and fin ? the

true mother would not have the child divided, nor will God have
the heart divided ; it muft be the whole heart.

2. We muft. love God propter fe, for himfelf, for his own in-

trinfic excellencies : we mull love him for his lovelinefs : Mere*
tricius eft amor plus annulnm quamfponfum amare; " It is an
harlot's love, to love the portion more than the perion." Hypo-
crites love God becaufehe gives them corn and wine : we muft
love God for himfelf; for thofe ftiining perfe<5lions which iire

in hira. Gold is loved for itfelf.

3. We muft love God with all our might ; in the Hebrew
text, our vehemency ; we muft love God, quoad pojje, as much
as we are able. Chriftians fhould be like Seraphims burning in

holy love : we can never love God fo much as he deferves ; the

angels in heaven cannot love God fo much as he deferves.

4. Love to God muft be a6live in its I'phere : love is an induf-

trious-affeclion, it fets the head a ftudying for God, hands a
working, feet a- running in the ways of his commandments ; it is

called the labour of love, 1 Thelf. i. 3. Mary Magdalene loved
Chrift, and poured her ointments on him. We think we never
do enough for the perfon whom we love.

5. Love to God muft be fuperlative. God is the quinteiTence

of beauty, a whole paradife ofdelight; and he mult have apri-
ority in our love. Our love to God muft be above all things be-

fides, as the oil fwims above the water: we muft love God
above eftate, relations. Great is the love to relations : there is

a ftory in the French Academy, of a daughter, who, when her

father was condemned to die by a famine, gave him fuck with

her own breafts. But our love to God mull be above fltther and
Tt
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mother, Matth. x. 37. We may give the creature the milk of

our love, God miitl have the cream ; the fpouie keeps thejuice

of her pomegranates for Chriit, Cant. viii. 2.

ti. Our love to God muil be conftant, like the fire the Veftal

virgins kept in Rome, which did not go out : love muft be like

the motion of the pulfe, it beats as long as there is life. Cant,

viii. 7- ' Many waters cannot quench love,' not the waters of

perfecution, Eph, iii. 17. * Rooted in love.' A branch withers

that doth not grow on a root ; that love may not die, it muft be

well rooted.

Qu. 5. What are the vl/iblejigns of our love to God?
An)'. 1. If we love God, then our defire is after him, Ifa.

xxvi. 8. ' The defire ofour Ibul is to thy name.' He who loves

God, breathes after communion with him, Pfal. xlii. 2. My
foul thirds for the living God.' Perfons in love defire to be

often conferring together ; he who loves God, defires to be

much in his prefence ; he loves the ordinances, they are the

glals where the glory of God is refplendent ; in the ordinances

we meet with hmi whom our foul loves, we have God's fmiles

and whifpers, and fome foretaftes of heaven. Such as have no
defire after ordinances, have no love to God.

2. The fecond vifible figu : he who loves God, cannot take

contentment in any thing without him. An hypocrite who
pretends to love God, give him but corn and wine, and he cau
be content without God : but a (bul fired with love to God,
cannot be without him : lovers faint away, if they have not a
fight of the obje6t loved. A gracious foul can want health, but

not want God, who is the health of his countenance, Pf. xliii. 5.

If God fhould fay to a ibul that entirely loves him, take thy eafe,

fwim in pleafure, folace thyl'elf in the delights of the world, but
thou flialt not enjoy my prefence ; this would not content the

foul. Nay, if God fliould fay, I will let thee be taken up to

heaven, but I will retire into a withdrawing-room, and thou
fhalt not fee my face ; this would not content the Ibul, it is an
hell to want God. The philoibpher faith, there can be no gold

without the influence of the liin : there can be no golden joy in

the foul without God's fweet prefence and influence.

3. The thiid viiiblefign: he who loves God, hates that which
would feparale between him and God, and that is fin. Sin
makes God hide his face ; it is like an incendiary, which parts

chief friends : therefore the keennefs of a Chrifiian's hatred is

fet againlt fin, Pf cxix. 128. ' i hale every falfe way.* Anti-
pathies can never be reconciled : one cannot love health, but
he muft hate poifon ; i'o we cannot love God but we muft hate
fin, which would deftroy our communion with him.

4. The fourth vifible fign is iympathy ; friends that love, do
grieve for the evils which belal each other. Homer defcribing
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Agamemnon's grief, when he was forced to facrifice his daugh-
ter, brings in all his friends weeping with liim, and accompany-
ing him to the facrifice in mourning : lovers grieve together ; if

we have true love in our heart to God, we cannot but grieve for

thofe things which grieve him : we Ihall lay to heart his dis-

honours; the luxury, drunUennefs, contempt of God and re-

hgion, Pfal. cxix. 136. ' Rivers of tears run down mine eyes,'

&c. Some fpeak of (ins ofothers, and make a laughing at them ;

lure they have no love to God, who can laugh at that which
grieves his Spirit. Doth he love his father, who can laugh to

hear him reproached ?

5. The fifth viQble fign : he who loves God, labours to ren-

der him lovely to others ; he not only admires God ; but fpeaks
in his prailes, that he may allure and draw others to be in love

with God. She that is in love will commend her lover : the

^ove-fick fpoufe extols Chrift, flie makes a panegyrical oration

of his worth, that ihe might perfuade others to be in love with
him. Cant. v. 11. ' His head is as the mod fine gold.' Tyue
Jove to God cannot be filent, it will be elegant in fetling foriU

God's renown : no better fign of loving God, than by making
him appear lovely, and fo drawing proieiytes to him.
The fixth vifible fign : he who loves God, weeps bitterly for

his abfence. Mary comes weeping, ' They have taken away
my Lord,' John xx. 2. One cries, my health is gone ; another,

my eilate is gone ; but he who is a lover of God, cries out, my
God is gone, I cannot enjoy him whom I love. What can all

worldly comforts do, when once God is abfent .? It is like a
funeral banquet, where there is much meet but no cheer, Job
XXX. 28. ' 1 went rr'.ourning without the fun.' If Rachel mourn-
ed fo for the lofs of her children, what vail or pencil can (hadow
out the forrow of that Chriftian who hath loft God's l\veet pre-

Ibnce .? fuch a foul pours forth floods of tears, and, while it is

lamenting, feems to fay thus to God, Lord, thou art in heaven,
hearing the melodious fongs and triumphs of angels ; but I fit

here- in the valley of tears, weeping becaufe thou art gone. O
when wilt thou come to me, and revive me with the light of thy
countenance ? Or, Lord, if thou wilt not come to me, let me
come to thee, where I (hall have a perpetual fmile of thy face

in heaven, and (hall nevermore complain, My beloved hath with"

drawn himfelf.

7. The feventh vifible fign : he who loves God, is willing to

do and fulFer for him. He fubfcribes to God's commands ; he
fubmits to his will. Firji, He fubfcribes to God's commands:
if God bids him mortify fin, love his enemies, be crucified to

the world ; he obeys. It is a vain thmg for a man to fay he
loves God, and flights his commands. Secondly, He fubmits

to God's will : if God will have him iutfer for h'm, he doth not
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difpute, but obey, 1 Cor. xiii. 7- ' Love endureth all things.'

Love made Chrilt futler for us, and love vi^ill make us futFer for

him. It is true, every Chriilian is not a martyr, but he hath a
Spirit of martyrdom in him ; he hath a difpofition of mind to

lufler, if God call him to it, 2 Tim. iv. 6. ' I am ready to be
otfered up :' not only the fufferings were ready for Paul, but

he was ready for the fufferings. Origen choofed rather to live

defpifed in Alexandria, than with Piotinus to deny the faith,

and be great in the prince's favour. Rev. xii. 11. Many fay

they love God but will not fufler the lofs of any thing for him.
If Chrid fhould have faid to us, I love you well, you are dear
to me, but I cannot fufFer for you, I cannot lay down my life

for you ; we (hould have queftioned his love very much : and
may not the Lord queftion ours, when we pretend love to him,
but will endure nothing for h > fake ?

Uj'e 1. What (hall we fay to them who have not a drachm of
love in their hearts to God ? they ha^»e their life from him, yet
do not love him. God fpreads their table every day, yet they
do not love him : fmners dread God as a judge, but do not love

him as a father. All the ftrength in the angels cannot make the

heart love God; judgments will not doit; only omnipotent
grace, can make a ftony heart melt in love. How fad is it to

be void of love to God ? when the body is cold, and hath no
heat in it, it is a fign of death : he is fpiritually dead, who hath
no heat of love in his heart to God. Shall fuch live with God,
that doth not love him ? will God lay an enemy in his bofom ?

Such as will not be drawn with cords of love, /hall be bound in

chains of darknefs.

U/'e 2. Let us be perfuaded to love God with all our heart

and might: O let us take our love off from other things, and
place it upon God. Love is the heart of religion, the fat of the

oifering : it is the grace which Chriff: enquires moft after, John
XKi. 15. • Peter, lovell thou me?' Love makes all our fervices

aGce43table, it is the mullv that perfumes them. It is not fo much
duty, as love to duty, God delights in; therefore ferving and
loving God are put together, Ilij. Ivi. 6. It is better to love

him, than to I'erve him; obedience without love, is like wine
without the (pirit. O then, be perfuaded to love God with
all your heart and might. To perfuade to this virgin afFe6lion

of love.

1. It is nothing but your love God defires. The Lord might
have demanded your children to be offered in facrifice : he might
have bid you cut and lance yourl'elves, or lain in hell a while;

but he only defires your love, he would only have this flower.

Is this an hard requeff, to love God ? was ever any debt eafier

paid than this ? is it any labour tor the wife to love her hulband ?

Ittve is delightful. Non poieji ainorejje, et dulcis non ejfe, Bern.
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What is there incur love, that God fiiould defireit? Why
ftiould a king defire the love of a woman that is in debt and dil-

eafed ? God doth not want our love. There are angels enough

in heaven to adore and love him. What is God the better for

our love? It adds not the leafl cubit to his effential bletlednefs.

God doth not need our love, yet fceks it. Why doth God de-

fire us to give him our heart? Prov. xxiii. 2(3. Not that he

needs our heart, but that he may make it better.

2. Great will be our advantage, if we love God. God doth

not court our love, that we fliould lofe it, 1 Cor. ii. 6. * Eye
hath not feen, nor ear heard the things which God bath pre-

pared for them that love him.' If you will love God, you fhall

have fuch a reward as exceeds your faith. God will betrothe

you to himfelf in the deareft love, Hof. ii. 19. * I will betrothe

thee unto me for ever, in loving-kindnefs and mercies,' Zeph.
iii. 17. ' The Lord thy God will rejoice over thee with joy, he

will reft in his love.' If you love God, he will intereft you in

all his riches and dignities, he will give you heaven and earth

for your dov;ry, he will feta crown on your head. Vefpafian

the emperor, gave a great reward to a woman who came to him,

and profefled (he loved him ; God gives a crown of life to them
that love him, James i. 12.

3. Love is the only grace that fhall live with us in heaven.

In heaven we fhall need no repentance, becaufe we have no fin ;

no faith, becaufe we (hall fee God face to face : but love to God
fhall abide for ever. * Love never faileth,' 1 Cor. xiii. 8. How
ihould we nourifh this grace, which (hall outlive all the graces,

and run parallel with eternity

!

4. Our love to God is a fign of his love to us, 1 John iv. 19.

* We love him, becaufe he iirit loved us.' By nature we have

DO love to God; we have hearts of ftone, Ezek. xxxvi. 1.

And how can any love be in hearts of ftone? Our loving him is

from his loving us. If the glafs burn, it is becaufe the fun hath

fhined on it, elfe it could not bum : if our hearts burn in love,

it isa fign the Sun of righteoufnefs hath fhined upon us.

^. How J]I all ive do, to love God aright ?

Anf. 1. Wait on the preaching of the word. As faith comes

by hearing, fo doth love : the word fets forth God, in his in-

comparable excellencies ; it doth decypher and pencil him out

in all his glory, and a fight of his beauty inflames love.

2. Beg of God, that he will give y«u a heart to love him.

When king Solomon alked wifdom of God, the fpeech pleafed

the Lord, 1 Kings iii. 10. So, when thou criefttoGod, Lord^

give me a heart to love thee, it is my grief I can love thee no

more; fure this prayer pleafeth the Lord, and he will pour out

his Spirit upon thee, whofe golden oil will make the lamp of

thy love burn bright.
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3. You who have love to God, keep it flaming upon the altar

of your heart. Love, as fiie, will be ready to go out, Rev. ii.

4. • Thou haft left thy firll love.' Through negleft of duty,
or too much love of the world, our love to God will cool. O
preferve your love to God ; as you would be careful to preferve

the natural heat in your body, fo be careful to preferve the heat
of love to God. Love is like oil to the wheels, it quickens us
in God's fervice. When you find your love abate and cool,

life all means for quickening; when the fire is going out, you
throw on fuel : when the flame of love is going out, make ufe
of the ordinances as facred fuel to keep the fire of your love
burning.

OF THE PREFACE TO THE TEN COMMAND-
MENTS.

ExoD. XX. 1, 2. And God/pake all thefe words, faymg, 1 am
the LORD thy God, %c.

Qu. XLH. WHAT is the preface to the Ten Command"
ments ?

Anf. The preface to the Ten Commandments is, * I am the
Lord thy God.'
Where obfei-ve, 1. The preface to the preface, * God fpake

all thefe words, faying,' 2. The preface itfelf to the command-
ments, ' I am the Lord thy God.'

I begin with the firft, the preface to the preface, * God fpake
all thefe words, faying,' &c. This is like the founding of a
trumpet before a iblemn proclamation, \^God fpake'] other
parts of the Bible are faid to be uttered by the mouth of the
holy prophets, Luke i. 70. but here God fpake in his own
perlbn.

Q- How may we underftand this [God fpake] he hath no bodily

parts or organs offpeech ?

Anf. God made fome intelligible found, or formed a voice
in the air, which was to the Jews as God's very fpeaking to

them. In the text, I. The lawgiver, God, \_God fpake,'] 2.

The law itfelf, [a// thefe icords.']

1. The lawgiver, [God fpake."] There are two things re-

quifite in a lawgiver. Firft, Wifdom. Laws are founded upon
realon ; and he muftbe wife that makes laws. God, hi this re-

fpe6t, is moll fit to be a lawgiver ;
' he is wife in heart,' Job

ix. 4. he hath a monopoly of wifdom, 1 Tim. i. 17. ' The
only wife God.' Therefore he is the fittefl; to enad ^nd con-
liilule laws. iSecondly, The fecond thing requifiLe in a lawgiver




